Update from St Joseph & the English Martyrs Parish Pastoral Council
March and May meetings 2022


Synod Feedback: Fr P advised parish synod feedback had mirrored that outlined in the diocesan overview, which has now been published.   https://rcdow.org.uk/synod/westminster-diocese-bishops-synod-report/  As elsewhere, a greater sense of community was desired, clearly impacted by COVID requirements.  Teas and coffees now served after Wednesday morning mass at StJ&EM.  Hoped they will resume after weekend masses, with frequency determined by volunteer numbers/availability. 
 
BYO Parish Picnic event agreed on the Monastery Lawn following 11am Mass on Sunday, 10th July with guests responsible for providing their seating/food and drink requirements.  This should require minimal tidying up but provide opportunity to socialise safely.

5 year plan for the Parish being formulated using feedback from both the Synod and Census to inform targets.  Discussion took place on addressing needs for different groups/churches/age profiles etc.

Mass numbers/obligation: Numbers at weekday Mass have noticeably increased as older people and those still safeguarding prefer a quieter Mass than the much fuller Sunday ones.  Weekend numbers continue to increase but still some deficit compared to pre-pandemic figures. 
The obligation to attend Mass on Sunday was never suspended (seen as a divine law) but as constraints imposed meant people were unable to meet this obligation, they were dispensed from doing so.  Bishops encouraging all to return by Pentecost (unless infirm or health in danger/shielding). 

Readers, welcomers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: previous volunteers invited to return with new ones sought for all ministries.  Training courses to be offered. Communion to sick/elderly parishioners in their homes should resume after Pentecost.

Falling numbers: General falling birth rate currently affecting baptisms and impacting school place demand.  Some areas of traditional high Catholic demand e.g.Mile End in Tower Hamlets have seen schools close/merge due to lack of demand. Various reasons for this evolving position.

Ukrainian refugees in BS: Support/venue etc offered.  Provision increasing as greater numbers arrive.   Ukrainian mass in Waltham Cross flagged. Possibility lifts to Masses could be offered by parishioners as required on an informal basis.   Our Diocesan Caritas has a department providing support and advice as well.

Increasing fuel costs: Fr P advised that the estimated costs for heating in WCC had increased for electricity from £800 to £1200 and for gas from £1500 to £4300 giving a total of £6.3k, an uplift of £4k.

Next meeting: early July 2022



