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ADORATION AND CONFESSION 
Come and join us at St Joseph 
and the English Martyrs Church  
for Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament and celebrate the  
sacrament of Reconciliation  
each Saturday, 3:00 to 4:00 pm. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION 
COURSE— The next two-part 
baptism preparation course will 
be on 15 and 22 January 2024 at 
8:00 pm via Zoom. You are re-
quired to attend a course before 
you arrange a date for your 
child’s baptism. Please contact  
the  parish office to book. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
2024—If you are an adult who is 
a baptised catholic, but have 
never been confirmed and 
would like to be, please get in 
touch with Sophie as soon as 
possible, ahead of an adult con-
firmation class beginning  in 
2024 email: bstortford-
catchist@rcdow.org.uk 

 01279 654063 |  bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk  
 3 Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 2ND 
Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm  
Administrator/ Safeguarding: Mrs Debbie Jackson |Catechetical Co-ordinator: Mrs Sophie Sullivan 

 

The Holy Family is caught today in the most intimate and happiest mo-
ment for every family: the one in which it is cheered and completed by 
the birth of the first child. Despite the climate of mystery in which the 
birth of their child took place, Mary and Joseph experienced the events 
of their lives in a way no different from that in which two normal poor 
spouses who love each other do so. They are the first to be surprised by 

what happens and is said around the child. They too live by faith and are led, moment 
by moment, to discover the will and plan of God. Everything, therefore, in the Gospel 
story is profoundly true and human; nothing is a recitation of a part already written and 
known. 

With this celebration, the Church wants first of all to exalt and reaffirm the dignity of the 
family; it also wants to help us reflect as Christians on this reality within which we all live 
and to which we owe our life itself. 

Some say that we priests do not know what family life is and that we should remain si-
lent on this point, leaving every man and woman free to decide what is best. But if we 
don't know from personal experience what married and family life is like, we know how 
it should be because we find ourselves having to interpret the Word of the one who 
created the family, who redeemed it and consecrated it with a sacrament. The family is, 
in God's plan, the continuation of creation. In some way, it takes its meaning from crea-
tion. God creates and gives life because he is good, because he is love, and love tends to 
spread and communicate itself. In this light, the family appears to us as the reality de-
sired by God so that life spreads, through love. 

Is it possible to still see the family as the place of love, in an era in which it is so often 
under accusation, so often the scene of terrible events? We Christians must answer: Yes, 
it is possible, indeed it is necessary! It is precisely this testimony that believers are today 
called to give to the values of creation. It is this testimony that today's celebration aims 
to seek from us. 

How do you acquire this love that knows how to forgive, that knows how to give in si-
lence, and knows how to forget? It is not just the result of the right choice. It is above all 
the fruit of generosity; it is a victory against selfishness, the invisible but deadly enemy 
of love and, therefore, of the family. But also, and above all, the fruit of God's grace and 
help. 

Therefore, let us pray together today to the Holy Family of Nazareth, that God may truly 
be welcomed into the homes that are open to receiving new Christian married couples 
and that God may return where his absence has been forced by the spouses. 

Fr Marco Lazzaron 

CONTACTLESS  QR code 

PARISH OFFERINGS  

 

 

God our Father, May we always profit by the 
prayers of the Virgin Mother Mary, for you 

bring us life and salvation through Jesus Christ 
her Son who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
Fr Peter, Fr Marco and the Parish Team send their sincere thanks to ‘everyone’ who 

generously gave their time and helped over the Christmas period as well as continuous-
ly throughout the year. We are blessed to have so many willing volunteers in our parish 
from those who clean the church, read, sing, play music, serve, create beautiful flower 

arrangements, run groups, organise, visit the sick, look after the repositories, make tea, 
hand out hymn books, collect & count money, the list is endless..! They would also like 
to thank everyone for the kind gifts, cards and good wishes gratefully received and ex-

tend their prayers and every good wish to you for a Happy, Blessed and Prosperous 
New Year! 


