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ADORATION AND CONFESSION 
Come and join us at St Joseph 
and the English Martyrs Church  
for Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament and celebrate the  
sacrament of Reconciliation  
each Saturday, 3:00 to 4:00 pm. 
 

 
 THE EXCHANGE— is based at 
the B/Stortford Baptist Church 
and is open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 1.00–4.00pm. It 
accepts good quality second 
hand items and passes them on, 
free of charge to those in need. 
 

 01279 654063 |  bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk  
 3 Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 2ND 
Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm  
Administrator/ Safeguarding: Mrs Debbie Jackson |Catechetical Co-ordinator: Mrs Sophie Sullivan 

SPECIAL COLLECTION—APPEAL FROM THE LATIN PATRIARCH IN JERUSALEM—In the 
last few days Cardinal Vincent has heard directly, via Zoom,  from the Parish Priest of the 
Church of the Holy Family in Gaza City and from the CEO of the Latin Patriarchate. The 
situation they face is grave and most demanding. He was told that there are still 600 
people sheltering and being cared for in the parish compound, together with over 50 
seriously disabled and vulnerable children. Water and food can be bought in the local 
markets at much inflated prices. With the damage inflicted on this site some time ago 
now, cooking hot meals is only possible three times a week. The parish is also providing 
for 200 people in the Orthodox property as well as for local Muslim neighbours. The 
situation in the West Bank is also grave with more than 100,000 families losing income 
because of various factors, as well as the absence of all visitors and pilgrims. The Patriar-
chate is able to provide assistance. It can make funding directly available to the parish 
leadership and is providing food etc to many in the West Bank. There will be a special 
collection after each Mass next weekend to raise funds. Please consider giving what you 
can to help. Thank you 
ANNUAL MASS OF OUR LADY AT LOURDES—On Saturday 10 February 2024, 2.30pm, 
Cardinal Vincent will celebrate the Annual Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes  at the Cathe-
dral, during which anointing of the sick will be offered. If you would like to attend please 
contact the Parish office ASAP so that we can order tickets for you. This will assist the 
Cathedral plan for the Mass and the anointing. 
 

Tickets are in three categories: 
1.Wheelchair users who require anointing 
2.Walking sick users who require anointing 
3.Those assisting the sick, who do not require anointing. 
 

ADVANCED NOTICE FLAME 2025—Calling all young people of the parish (aged 14 +). On 
Saturday 15 March 2025 the next Flame youth conference takes place. The title of next 
year's event is "Unstoppable" and it is the largest Catholic youth event in England and 
Wales. It is a day which promises inspiring speakers, incredible live music, and prayer & 
adoration and will be sure to give your Catholic Faith a boost - it is an event not to be 
missed, so, please put the date in your diary and invite your friends to consider coming. 
The more, the merrier! There is the possibility of getting early bird tickets when book-
ings open at the end of January this year. Therefore, to gauge interest in the event and 
so we can pre-book a number of tickets for our parish, which you can then purchase 
from us at a later date, please email Sophie at: bstortfordcatechist@rcdow.org.uk to 
register your interest by the first week of February 2024. Thank you 
 

ALTAR SERVER REFRESHER TRAINING There will be a catch-up meeting and refresher 
training session for  Parish Altar Servers and those who are interested in becoming 
a Server, on Saturday 3 February 2024 between 10am –12pm at St Joseph and the    
English Martyrs Catholic Church with Fr Marco and Robert Purcell. There will be TWO 
separate sessions of 1 hour each. Session 1 begins at 10am for those who are new as 
altar servers, and then Session 2  at 11am for those who are already altar servers. All are 
welcome. Parents are able to stay in the church with their children for the sessions. 

CONTACTLESS  QR code 

PARISH OFFERINGS  HOLIDAY BIBLE WEEK 2024— will run 
from the 5- 9 August. Please put these 
dates in your diary if you plan to help this 
year, or if your children would like to 
come to HBW. Further details to follow in 
due course.                                                    
MY PICTURE MISSAL— by Fr Lawrence 

Lovasik S.V.D. An easy to read & colourful  
missal to help  young children follow the 
Mass at only £3. If you would like to buy a 
copy please email Sophie at bstortfordcat-
echist@rcdow.org.uk so she can arrange a 
bulk order. Visit our webpage for info 
www.rcstortford.org.uk/picturemissal    
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OUR TELEPHONE SYSTEM WILL 
BE CHANGING– BUT THE      

NUMBER REMAINS THE SAME 
On Tuesday 30 & Wednesday 31 
January 2024  the Parish BT    
analogue telephone landline will 
change over to a digital ‘Cloud 
Voice system’ which will work 
from our internet. We hope that 
the changeover will be relatively 
simple, but please be advised 
that there will be an interruption 
to our telephone lines and      
possibly the live stream service as 
the changeover takes place     
during 30/31 January 2024.  
Apologies in advance. Thank you. 


