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The Catholic Parish
of Bishop’s Stortford

www.rcstortford.org.uk

Our priests are:
Fr Peter Harris (Parish Priest)
Fr Marco Lazzaron (Asst Priest)

ADORATION AND CONFESSION
Come and join us at St Joseph
and the English Martyrs Church
for Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and celebrate the
sacrament of Reconciliation
each Saturday, 3:00 to 4:00 pm.

ENCOUNTER meet next Fri 25
April in St Theresa's Stansted.
"Faith & Art: a personal story,
through creative works" led by
Karin Keddy. 10am Coffee 10.20
meeting opens; 12.30 shared
lunch; please bring food to
share. All welcome for all or part
of the day. Enquiries: BS
652060/656482

NO MASSES

There will be NO MASSES
Tuesday 22-Friday 25 April
inclusive but St Joseph’s will be
open for private prayer between
9am—3pm every day.

We wish everyone
a very blessed and joyous
Easter

Alleluia
He Bis

CONTACTLESS QR code
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@ 01279 654063 | X< bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk
= 3 Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 2ND
Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Administrator/ Safeguarding: Mrs Debbie Jackson | Catechetical Co-ordinator: Mrs Sophie Sullivan

Easter Sunday 20 April 2025

J The dawn of a new day in the history of salvation opens with a woman
walking between the lights and darks of a night that is disappearing
and with the flashes of a morning that promises endless joy. Mary
Magdalene thinks she will find a lifeless body, and instead, she gets a
surprise that will change the destiny of creation forever. Christ is risen
and does not live in a tomb, but now he is called to stand alongside the lost and
frightened disciples before returning to the Father to sit at his right hand and return in
the last times when he will judge the living and the dead.

The woman, taken by confusion, quickly goes to the twelve. Peter and John run to the
tomb, taken by fears, they seem not to trust what a woman says, they have to verify.
The beloved disciple goes faster and arrives first, but the entrance is made by the prince
of the Apostles. Love gives way to the Magisterium.

The surprise takes shape. What Jesus had announced during his public ministry now
comes to fruition. The Resurrection is reality. Scripture has been fulfilled. But, where do
I/you stand in front of this mystery of death and resurrection? Do | run with the anxiety
of Mary Magdalene inhabited by total confusion or do | try with Peter and John to pause
and remember what Scripture says about this wonderful event?

It is necessary to reiterate that article of the profession of faith that we recite every

Sunday: | believe in the resurrection of the dead. Do you really believe that Christ is

risen and we are called to rise with Him? How do you experience the Resurrection in
your life?

In saying “I do believe”, you answer affirmatively that you believe and reject everything
that is not in accordance with this such as reincarnation. Reincarnation in Buddhism, or
Hinduism, is never felt as a salvation, but as a condemnation, because salvation, even in
these religions, is achieved through a long discipline during earthly life (only human
effort, and no divine intervention is necessary). Behind all this, there seems to be fear
and shame.

“May the Easter proclamation spread throughout the world with the joyful song of
Alleluia! Let us sing it with our lips, let us sing it above all with our hearts and with our
lives, with an “unleavened” lifestyle, that is, simple, humble, and fruitful of good deeds.
Surrexit Christus spes mea; precedet vos in Galileam: Christ, my hope, is risen; he
precedes you in Galilee. The Risen One precedes us and accompanies us on the streets
of the world. He is our hope, He is the true peace of the world. Amen!” (Benedict XVI).

Happy Easter to all of you! Christ is risen, Alleluia! He is truly risen, Alleluia!
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THANK YOU!
Fr Peter and Fr Marco send their sincere thanks to 'everyone' who has generously given
their time and helped over this Easter period. We are blessed to have so many willing
volunteers in our parish from those who clean & care for our churches, read, sing, play
music, serve, create beautiful flower arrangements, teach and support others, run
groups, organise, visit the sick, look after the repositories, hand out hymn books, make
tea, wash up, sit on committees, collect money and count money, the list is endless..!




