The Catholic Parish
of Bishop’s Stortford

www.rcstortford.org.uk

Our priests are:
Fr Peter Harris (Parish Priest)
Fr Marco Lazzaron (Asst Priest)

ADORATION AND CONFESSION
Come and join us at St Joseph
and the English Martyrs Church
for Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and celebrate the
sacrament of Reconciliation
each Saturday, 3:00 to 4:00 pm.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
COURSE
The next two-part Baptism
preparation course via Zoom will
be Monday 19 & 26 January
2026 8.15pm—9.30pm. It is a
pre requisite to attend the
course prior to arranging a Bap-
tism. Please book a place via the
parish office

ADULTS CONFIRMATION 2026
If you are a baptised Catholic,
but have never been confirmed
and would like to prepare to do
so, we will be starting our adult
confirmation preparation on
Wednesday 14 January 2026,
with meetings being on Wednes-
day evenings (with the exception
of two Thursday evenings) at
8pm in the parish centre. If you
are interested, please speak to
Fr Marco in the first instance or
email bstortfordcate-
chist@rcdow.org.uk for further
info. Forms are available in the
sacristy and can be picked up on
request from Fr Marco.
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Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Administrator/ Safeguarding: Mrs Debbie Jackson | Catechetical Co-ordinator: Mrs Sophie Sullivan

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 28 December 2025

The Gospel of today shows us how God’s ways are often mysterious
and we are asked to trust even when not everything is clear, just as
Mary and Joseph did.

We hear today of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt to protect the life
of the little Jesus. In fact, an angel of the Lord had told Joseph in a
dream that Herod was seeking the child to kill him. Herod, in his madness, had decided
to have all the children in Bethlehem two years old and under killed. For this reason, in
the Holy Family, another moment of joy was abruptly cut short. And so, they made their
preparations without wasting time, heading toward a foreign and unknown land, far
from everything familiar. There they would have to remain until a new word from God.
The date of their return remained vague: “stay there until | tell you”. There was clarity—
they would return—but God’s timing was hidden from Joseph. How long? All this carried
the feeling of uncertainty, doubts, and many questions.

However, Joseph and Mary had a supernatural vision of the events unfolding—a kind of
intelligence of the faith—through which they interpreted everything happening, even
the less beautiful and darker things, in the light of the fulfilment of God’s plan. This is a
great lesson for us. To be able to recognize, in a difficult moment—even one caused by
human wickedness—the presence of God’s will, not as something foreign or indifferent
to what is happening but as something always present.

With this trust that the Father never abandons us, we come to understand that every
event, great or small, good or bad, is never a point beyond which nothing else can be
done; rather, in God’s hands it becomes a link in a chain leading everything toward the
best possible end—toward what God desires for our good, because “all things work to-
gether for good for those who love God” (cfr. Rom 8:28). We, on the other hand, always
want things to go according to our expectations, and when they don’t, we get angry,
discouraged, and think that God has forgotten us.

Instead, a trusting abandonment into the Father’s hands gives us peace—a hope that
opens into the certainty that God guides history even through negative events, which
are neither His work nor His will, but events that occur through the freedom of human
beings, who can choose evil as well as good. “Let us not forget that for a child of God,
above the storm that roars on the heights, the sun always shines; beneath the tumultu-
ous and devastating surge of the waves, serenity and calm reign” (J. M. Escriva).
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THANK YOU!

Fr Peter, Fr Marco and the Parish Team send their sincere thanks to ‘EVERYONE’ who
generously gave their time and helped over this Christmas period as well as continu-
ously throughout the year. We are blessed to have so many willing volunteers in our
parish from those who clean the church, read, sing, play music, serve, create beautiful
flower arrangements, run groups, sit on committees, visit the sick, look after reposito-
ries, make tea, hand out hymn books, collect & count money, look after our buildings &
grounds, carry out health & safety checks, organise events, support, donate and so
much more.. the list is endless! They would also like to thank everyone for the kind
gifts, cards & good wishes gratefully received and extend their prayers and every good
wish to you for a Happy, Blessed and Prosperous New Year!




